® CHALLENGE Discipleship Essentials Lesson #1

The Good News: The Bridge

We all have a limited time here on earth before we die, and then we will step off into
eternity; either with God in the new heavens and the new earth, or in hell, separated
from God forever. In light of this, there is nothing more important than where you will
spend eternity. In the midst of the busyness of life and the demands of each day, we
must all take the time to answer the important questions, “Where will | spend eternity?”
and “How can | be sure that | will spend it with God in heaven?”

The Bad News:

Some people hope that somehow everyone will get into heaven, as long as they try to
be a good person, but the Bible shows us that this is not the case. Romans 3:23 says,
“For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” According to this passage, has
anyone measured up to God'’s standard of “good”?

Many people think they are “good enough” but that is only in comparison to those
around them. Answer these questions to see how you measure up to God’s standard:

Have you ever told a lie? No matter how small (Exodus 20:16)

d Yes d No
Have you ever stolen something? (Exodus 20:15)
d Yes d No
Have you ever been jealous or coveted? (Exodus 20:17)
d Yes d No
Have you ever had a lustful thought? (Matthew 5:28)
d Yes d No
Have you ever had anger toward someone in your heart? (Matthew 5:22)
d Yes 1 No

James 2:10 says, “For the person who keeps all of the laws except one is as guilty as a
person who has broken all of God’s laws.” According to God'’s standard, what would you
be?

4 Innocent

d Guilty

It is important to recognize that we are guilty before God. It is a sign of humility and it
brings us to see our need for his mercy.
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God is perfectly just and must punish your sin, but is also full of love. Romans 5:8 says,
“‘But God demonstrates his own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ
died for us.” Did you get that?! In your own words, how much does God love sinners?

Romans 6:23 says, “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life
through Christ Jesus our Lord.”

This verse can be illustrated by the picture
on the right. There is a divide between us /\
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then being raised to life again.

2 Corinthians 5:21 tells us that Jesus, the Son of God, “knew no sin.” He never sinned,
so he didn’t need to die, but he chose to allow himself to die on the cross to take the
penalty (the wage) that we deserved. He died in place of sinners like us, so that people
would not need to go to hell. Because of this, he offers you the gift of eternal life.
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Receiving Christ means you
believe that Jesus died for your sins, you are willing to turn from your sins and surrender
your life to his control from this day forward. You can receive Christ right now through
prayer. The following is an example:

Jesus, | admit that | have sinned against you. | believe that you lived a perfect life, died
on the cross and rose again to take the penalty for my sin. | commit my life to you.
Please come into my life and take control. In Jesus name, Amen.

Does this prayer express the desires of your heart? If so, would you like to receive
Christ right now? It's not about the words, but the attitude of your heart.



